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Post-Socialist countries at the 20-th Anniversary of the Fall 
of the Berlin Wall
International seminar
Prague, February 17-18 

Venue: The U Hajku Congress Centre, Na Porici 42, 110 00 Prague 1 and
            the Desighnhotel Elephant, Na Florenci 29, 110 00 Prague 1
The U Hajku Congress Centre is connected to the Designhotel Elephant with an entire complex of passages, leading to the main entrance at 42 Na Porici.

Contactpersons in Prague: Sabina Dvorakova – mobile (+420) 774 490 824, 
             Rostislav Valvoda – mobile (+420) 608 527 321
             In Moscow Andrey Ryabov mobile +7 (903) 790-99-17 or Vladislav Kurske + 7 (926) 703 -63-83 
February 16

Afternoon: Arrivals, by taxi from the Prague Airport to the hotel, check-in, Designhotel Elephant, Na Florenci 29, 110 00 Prague 1
18:30 – 20:00 Dinner: Designhotel Elephant Restaurant, Ground Fl.
February 17
9:30 – 11:00 Panel 1: Choice of Partway of Development in 90-s: Was it Predetermined?
- Social, economic, cultural, political preconditions of transition in the countries of the CEE and on the post-Soviet space: common and different. 
- Opportunities and limits for the new ruling elites in the countries of CEE and on the post-Soviet space; 
- National political traditions vs the European model: the countries of CEE before the elections in the 1990s. What the people of the countries of CEE did expect from “European choice”?
- Post-Soviet countries: why primary striving to be a part of the West failed? 
- The role of the USA and the EU in economic and democratic transformations in the countries of CEE and in the post-Soviet space in 1990s.

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 

11:30 – 13:00 Panel 2: Continuation of discussion 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch

14:00 – 15:30 Panel 3: Return to Europe: The End of Transition?

- The countries of CEE in the European reality: what is the new agenda?

- The rise of Euro-skepticism and conservative nationalism in the new EU countries: a temporary sickness or long-term disease?
15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break 

16:00 – 18:00 Panel 4: The Emergence of post-Soviet Capitalism: Transition within Transition or Impassive Model of Development?

- Main characteristics of post-Soviet capitalism: do the origins of self-development exist?

- What are the limits of adaptation of post-Soviet capitalism to the new challenges?  

18:15 – 19:30 Dinner

February 18

9:30 - 11:30 Panel 5: Attempts of Breakthrough to the New Reality: “Color” Revolutions the post-Soviet Space and Balkans
- The factor of Europe in the “Color revolutions”: rational choice or the creation of a new myth;

- Why “Color revolutions” in the post-Soviet countries have not led to the transition of the post-Soviet countries to the European model of development?

- Serbian revolution: did it open the way to Europe? 
- Are the post-Soviet states able separately to come to the new model of development?

11:00 – 11:30 coffee break
11:30 – 13:00 Panel 6: Comparison of Contemporary Social, Economic and Political Problems in the Countries of CEE and the post-Soviet Space: Influence of the General Past as the Base for Rapprochement in the Future?
- Do the common features of development still exist (problems of free access to the political market; character of interrelation between authorities and citizens; interaction between rule of law and national political traditions); 
- Ruling elites in CEE and in the post-Soviet space: winners and what they won.

- The post-Soviet countries at a new crossroads: between the European dream and a reality of stagnation;

- Contemporary role of countries of CEE in post-Soviet transformation: reference point for development or real factor of changes?
13:00 - 14:00 Lunch

Afternoon: Check-out, departures, by taxi to the Prague Airport
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